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Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Identification in Intellectual Ability Category  

and 2021-2022 Highly Gifted Magnet (HGM) Application and Eligibility  

 

 

 

What is the Highly Gifted Magnet (HGM) application timeline for 2021-2022? 

 

The Choices on-time HGM application period for 2021-2022 enrollment is April 5-16, 2021. The 

accept/decline deadline is Wednesday, May 5, 2021. After the on-time period closes, the Choices 

late application will be available. (The Choices late application opened on February 1, 2021 for 

all other Choices programs; it will be available for HGM applicants on April 17, 2021.) 

 

Why was the HGM timeline changed?  

 

The on-time HGM timeline was changed this year to provide Gifted/Talented Programs, 

Advanced Learning Options, time to assess and identify additional students with pending 

assessments during school closures.  

 

Has the District conducted any Intellectual Ability assessments this year?  

 

Yes. The District resumed in-person Intellectual Ability assessments in fall/winter 2020 in 

accordance with strict Covid-19 safety protocols for one-on-one testing (e.g., negative Covid-19 

tests, personal protective equipment). In mid-December 2020, Intellectual Ability assessments 

were placed “on hold” again due to the new Stay-at-Home Order.  

 

When will Intellectual Ability testing resume again? In what order are students tested?  

 

Gifted/Talented Programs, Advanced Learning Options, will resume one-on-one, in-person 

Intellectual Ability assessments beginning March 4, 2021. Parents/guardians may contact 

the GATE coordinator at their child’s school for information regarding new or pending referrals. 

Referrals will be processed in the order received. Please be advised that administering one-on-

one, in-person assessments is strictly voluntary at this time for both Gifted/Talented Programs 

personnel and L.A. Unified families in accordance with labor union agreements, the Los Angeles 

County Department of Public Health (LACDPH) and state guidelines. If parents/guardians 

choose to not participate in testing at this time, these students will remain on the waitlist in the 

order in which their child’s referral was received.   

 

GATE updates for schools and families are available at: https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/16576  

 

My child is waiting to be assessed for Intellectual Ability. Can I apply to a Highly Gifted 

Magnet? 

 

To be selected to attend a Highly Gifted Magnet, a student must be identified as Highly Gifted 

(HG) or Highly Gifted Applicable (HGA) by an L.A. Unified designated GATE psychologist. 

Students pending assessment cannot be selected for a Highly Gifted Magnet. However, once 

https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/16576
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your child is assessed and meets the eligibility criteria, you may apply through the Choices late 

application process. For 2021-2022 enrollment, the Choices late application opened on February 

1, 2021 for all other Choices programs; it will be available for HGM applicants on April 17, 

2021. The late application period will remain open until the fourth week of the 2021-2022 school 

year. The late application will then reopen for mid-year enrollment after winter break during the 

2021-2022 school year (dates TBA). Highly Gifted Magnet principals and coordinators will be 

closely monitoring their late/waitlists to enroll newly identified HG/HGA students, as applicable.  

 

You may apply to Gifted Magnets and Schools for Advanced Studies (SAS) even if your child 

has not been assessed or identified as gifted. Your child can be “verified” as eligible for Gifted 

Magnet/SAS based on critical thinking and problem-solving skills by the current school of 

attendance: https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/2024 or https://echoices.lausd.net/sas#gsc.tab=0  

 

My child has been assessed privately as highly gifted. Can I apply to a Highly Gifted 

Magnet? 

 

No. Test results from private sources may be used to support a referral for identification but 

cannot replace L.A. Unified test results. According to County Counsel, selecting students solely 

based on private test results would constitute denial of equal protection under the law for those 

who cannot afford to obtain private testing. 

 

Why is the District not using online remote Intellectual Ability assessments?  

At this time, the instruments used by designated GATE psychologists (e.g., cognitive 

ability/intelligence tests), are designed and normed to be administered in person. Any other 

administration, including online remote assessment, would invalidate test results. As such, 

Intellectual Ability testing is currently “on hold.”  

The District is thoroughly investigating online assessment options, including continuous 

communication with test publishing providers. Assessment providers are currently reporting that 

districts are NOT conducting standardized assessments, including special education testing, 

remotely during school closures. The decision to not conduct online assessments at this time is 

supported by the following: 

 

• Not Recommended: Not recommended by the California Association of School 

Psychologists (CASP) which has concluded that school psychologists should not use 

online assessments given that they have been confirmed to be unreliable. 

• Not Valid: Districts conducting online assessments do so at their own risk and assume all 

legal responsibility because norms are not yet available for remote testing and results 

cannot be validated.  

• Not Equitable: There are currently no available online test options that can be 

administered remotely in the home in a fair, equitable, valid and reliable way for 

students. Since L.A. Unified is a diverse district and each student’s home environment 

and needs vary, the District cannot ensure a consistent and equitable high stakes testing 

experience for all students in the home at this time. 

https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/2024
https://echoices.lausd.net/sas#gsc.tab=0
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• Piloting Required: Any assessment (in-person or online) must be thoroughly piloted and 

validated before being considered for application. Testing data must be collected with 

multiple grade levels, schools, English learners, and ethnic and socio-economic 

subgroups to ensure that a test is a viable option for our diverse learners.  

• Security Required: For a high-stakes assessment in a remote, online setting, the District 

would be required to implement a wide range of security controls – administrative, 

technical, and physical.  

• Potential for Compromised Assessment: Unlike the AP exams or the SATs, intellectual 

assessments do not pull questions from an unlimited problem bank. In addition, both AP 

exams and SATs include a free-response and essay component. Once an intellectual 

assessment is compromised, the District can no longer administer that assessment in the 

District, which would further delay our ability to administer Intellectual Ability testing 

and may permanently eliminate current viable in-person testing options. 

 

Gifted/Talented Programs, Advanced Learning Options, will continue to communicate with 

assessment providers and closely monitor for any new developments. First and foremost, 

Gifted/Talented Programs has a responsibility to adhere to established standards, practices, 

District policies and legal guidelines. Additionally, when, and if, an online assessment is 

identified, Gifted/Talented Programs would need to ensure that equitable access to technology, 

virtual proctoring, test security, and training for designated GATE psychologists have all been 

addressed prior to administration of the online assessments so no variable negatively affects the 

validity of the data.  

 

I have heard that special education is using online assessments. Why can’t the District use 

online Intellectual Ability assessments also?  

 

The District is thoroughly investigating online assessment options, including continuous 

communication with test publishing providers. Assessment providers are currently reporting that 

districts are NOT conducting standardized assessments, including special education testing, 

remotely during school closures. Accordingly, the Division of Special Education is not 

conducting formal, standardized assessments. It is conducting record reviews, interviews, and 

using rating scales to place and continue services to students with special needs. This is 

equivalent to the “verification of eligibility” process that is already in place for Gifted Magnet 

and Schools for Advanced Studies (SAS).  

 

Who should I contact if I have questions?  

 

For inquiries related to the Highly Gifted Magnet Program, including the application and 

selection process, please contact Student Integration Services at (213) 241-4177 (option 1) or 

echoices@lausd.net.  

 

For inquiries related to Intellectual Ability referrals and assessment, please contact 

Gifted/Talented Programs at (213) 241-6500 or gate@lausd.net.  

 

  


